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HIGH ON LIFE
Fungus among us
By Bjorn Bergeson
It didn’t feel like the mushrooms were working, until someone
started talking about toads.
“Toads. Australia is overrun with ‘em. They’re terrible. All they
do is walk and fuck. They walk their arms off.”
I couldn’t stop giggling at the concept. My mind created an image of a huge orgy of toad-things with nubby little arms, rolling
across Australia. Everyone else was laughing too. I felt the warm
weird lurch in my gut, similar to a sudden drop on a roller coaster. My face spread out in a grin and I could almost feel my pupils
dilating.
It seemed as if we were sitting on the edge of the Universe. The
night sky and the mountains reflected off the water so perfectly that looking at the lake was identical to looking at the Milky
Way. A faint aurora danced over the northern mountains. Then
the moon rose over a mountain and our minds were collectively
blown by the serenity of the whole scene.
All in all, it was an average night tripping on mushrooms.
I have eaten a lot of the sacred fungus. I think it’s made me
a better human being. My experiences have been almost entirely positive, and I’ve even tripped in jail. It requires some inner
strength to eat them and cope with the trip. Just chewing and
swallowing them can test your dedication. They taste terrible.
They’re not for everyone.
Now, before the psychiatrists freak out, humans have a long
lasting relationship with mushrooms, and most of the results
have been good. We’ve been eating them for spiritual reasons for
thousands of years. Death can happen. Psychosis can happen. But
I’d like to point out that people die and go crazy all the time, without the help of mushrooms. They are far less toxic than alcohol.
Bad trips, like bad days, happen. This can depend on you, your
mood, and your environment. From my experience, bad trips are
usually the result of doing something dumb like watching “The
Exorcist” in the dark.
Mushrooms go great with nature, bright lights, good people
and awesome music. If you’ve eaten them, just relax and enjoy the
ride. Don’t fight them. They will win, and it will hurt.
A big danger with mushrooms is eating a poisonous look-alike instead of a magical one. Unless you know your fungi, don’t
pick and eat random mushrooms to figure out which ones will
get you high.
Knowing how much you should eat is difficult. I’ve had a pinch
of mushroom dust and tripped my face off for 16 hours. Other
times, I’ve eaten huge amounts and gotten little more than a passing stomachache. Either way, make sure your schedule is clear for
a day or two. Work will suck worse the day after a trip.
I thoroughly enjoyed my time with mushrooms and wouldn’t
trade my experience for the world. That doesn’t mean everyone
should try them. You can get to the same places mushrooms
will take you through healthy-means, like yoga and meditation.
Mushrooms are a shortcut. A wild, unpredictable and incredibly
fun shortcut. Watch out for toads.
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@Ursadabear

The Montana Kaimin, in its
116th year, is published by the
students of the University of
Montana, Missoula. The UM
School of Journalism uses the
Montana Kaimin for practice
courses but assumes no control
over policy or content.
The Montana Kaimin is
printed on campus by
Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to
editor@montanakaimin.com.
Editorials are discussed and
written by Kaimin editors.

Alan Rolph/Montana Kaimin

BIG
Big ups to UM alumni. Congratulations on coming back to
the last best place you stayed
before being released into the
big, scary world. Don’t tell us
what it’s like out there. We prefer our reality to yours.
Backhands to the congressional shooter. Whatever point
you were trying to make, it’s
going to be a little tougher now
that you’re dead.

BACK
H A N D S

Big ups to Lululemon for
continuing to sell tons of yoga
pants. We love fall.
Backhands to Congress.
Comedians weren’t exactly
running out of jokes to make
at your expense, but this? The
rhetoric has changed from
“look at what a bad job they’re
doing,” to “they’re literally not
even doing their job.”

Big ups to the 6,000 hunters
who were given permits to hunt
the 625 wolves left in the state.
You know what camouflage
works great? The kind where
you wear wolf fur and crawl
around on all fours through the
woods a lot. Trust us. It’ll work.
Backhands to Congress.
Again. That’s right, you get two
of them. Seriously, screw you.

Cover photo by Kelsey Wardwell

got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas
GOT NEWS? We’ve
and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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Kaimin
Files
Andrew R. Visscher
Montana Kaimin
The Kaimin Files dig up stories that shaped the University of
Montana in decades past.

1903
Members of the Young
Women’s Christian Association held their first reception
at Women’s Hall. The evening
was “fitly closed with a cannibal song and dance by Miss Sadie Beckwith.”
The newly formed YMCA
student group hosted its first

NEWS

campus event, which was diligently reported by the Kaimin:
“We have been unable to find
out anything about the YMCA
reception, except that they had
white grapes and a good time.”
A regular feature of early
Kaimin newspapers was an
editorial song for the football
team. This song was written
for an upcoming match against
the Bozeman “Aggies.”
“Down, down, down, where the
football boys play, play, play.
They will win the game on Thank
giving day.
They may not be big, but they will
push it through,
And Bozeman that day will
certainly be blue.”

1933
UM opened up rifle marksmanship classes to women
through the ROTC program.
Due to University rules
forbidding “secret marriages,” Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. E.

Remington of Belt announced
their marriage in the Kaimin.
The San Francisco-based
clothing company “Campus
Cords” advertised, “Join the
Crusade against Pretty Pants!”
The ad featured a cartoon depicting four burly men in corduroys choking a scrawny,
spectacled boy with striped
pants. Above, a bold slogan
read, “Assert your masculinity.”

1953
UM reported enrollment
numbers of 1,496 men and 687
women.
The Grizzly Center Field
House opened for basketball
practice.
An ad for Chesterfield Cigarettes read, “It’s so satisfying
to know that a doctor reports
no adverse effects to the nose,
throat, and sinuses from smoking Chesterfield!”
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Crown royalty

How to become a Homecoming ambassador
BY: Megan Petersen Montana Kaimin
Step 1: Application/Nomination
Eligible candidates must be full-time students in good standing.
Step 2: Committee Review
The Ambassador Selection Committee narrows the field to eight candidates.

Selection committee:
-on-campus event coordinator
-alumni office or UM foundation staff member
-student intern

Step 3: Interview
Selection committee conducts half-hour interviews.
Candidates are assessed on:
-skills and experience
-community involvement
-homecoming enthusiasm
-poise, professionalism and sociability
Step 2: Committee Review
Selection committee evaluates each candidate and chooses two
students to be Homecoming Ambassadors. This year’s
ambassadors are Bert Martin, an accounting and political science
major from Butte, and Colleen Asby, a senior community health
major from Missoula.
Step 5: Represent UM
Homecoming ambassadors attend the distinguished alumni awards
ceremony, the homecoming parade and the football game. Ambassadors also represent the student body throughout the year at the
UM birthday celebration, Charter Day in February, the senior send-off
and commencement activities in May.
Source: Angela Weisenburger, on-campus events coordinator for the office of alumni relations
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Before
the
stadium
The
{Life without the Griz fandom}
Gathering
Place

}

Set against the scenic backdrop at
the base of Mount Sentinel and seconds away from the Clark Fork River,
Washington-Grizzly Stadium is the
meeting place for thousands of Montanans every fall.
A stadium that rivals that of larger
schools for noise, Washington-Grizzly Stadium has been compared to
the University of Oregon’s Autzen
Stadium. ESPN has broadcast classic
games like Montana’s 2009 Football
Championship Subdivision Semifinals win. The stadium’s seen freezing
temperatures and blistering late-summer heat.
Pearl Jam kicked off its 1998 tour in
the confines of the stadium and eight
years later, the Rolling Stones played
for the first time ever in the Treasure
State in front of a sold-out crowd.
Nearly three decades since its construction, record crowds are still filling the stands and Washington-Grizzly shows no sign of slowing down.

The Griz football field’s original location along the Clark Fork River in the early 1900s. [Football Game on Campus,
Morton J. Elrod, Archives & Special Collections, Mansfield Library, The University of Montana.]

Andrew R. Visscher
Montana Kaimin

In autumn of 1897, eight years
after Montana entered the Union
as the 41st state, the Montana Agricultural College “Varsity” squad
played their first football game
against a city team from Missoula.
In the early days of Grizzly
football, the team played on a field
beside the Clark Fork River, where
the Missoulian building stands
today. At the turn of the 20th
century, the field moved behind
Main Hall at the base of Mount
Sentinel.
In 1920, the field was re-named
“Dornblaser Field” in honor of a
former Grizzly football captain,
Paul Dornblaser, who had been
killed during World War I. The
field was relocated to Higgins
Avenue in 1967 to make room for
Mansfield Library.
Gary Hughes, ticket manager
of Dornblaser Field during the
move to Higgins, was required
to be “a jack of all trades.” Among

the most challenging aspects of
Dornblaser Field was continually setting up and dismantling
more than 4,500 temporary seats
at each end zone for every football
season.
“It was a pretty rough environment,” said Hughes of the field on
Higgins. “It was not fun trying to
put that thing together and open
it up.”
After a successful season drew
a larger fanbase in 1969, the University moved an additional
4,500 temporary seats into the
field. The average attendance was
around 12,000, selling out nearly
every game.
“When I came to the University as president, one of the things
that I quickly became familiar
with was that some of our facilities were far outdated and inadequate,” said Neil Bucklew,
the president of UM from 19811986. “One of those facilities was
the football field.”
Bucklew said that the facility wasn’t even up to high school
standards, with a very small press

box, old-fashioned bleachers, inadequate bathrooms and small
crowds.
“This (stadium) was ranked at
the very bottom of any football facility,” Bucklew said.
During his time on campus,
Bucklew worked with athletic
director Harley Lewis to raise
enough money for a new football
facility.
With an estimated total cost of
$4 million, Lewis and Bucklew
launched an aggressive fundraising campaign for a new football
stadium in 1982.
“We were getting some good
responses,” Bucklew said. “One
of the ideas we had was to place
boxes on top of the stadium’s
berm. The people who could give
a certain level of money would be
permitted to use these boxes for a
certain amount of time.”
Along with selling space in
private boxes, the University
received small donations from
many parties. However, Bucklew said an undertaking like this
needed heavier hitters.

See Next page
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“You’ve got to ask some people to give larger gifts. And
one of those people was Denny
Washington,” Bucklew said.
Dennis Washington is a selfmade businessman with a net
worth of over $5.8 billion. He
made his fortune in the contracting business, eventually expanding into dams, mines and many
other entrepreneurial endeavors.
When Bucklew met with
Washington and his wife Phyllis
in 1983, Dennis had an interest-

ing proposition for the University.
“His proposal was ‘I’ll build
your stadium,’” Bucklew said.
“He said he had the facility and
the staff to do it.”
Using his company, Washington personally covered whatever
costs the University couldn’t afford.
“We knew that the money
we had in hand would not be
enough to build the stadium.”
Bucklew said.“I can’t tell you the

exact value that would have been
assigned to his gift, but it would
have been a couple million (dollars). It was a very unusual and
welcomed idea.”
Under Washington’s management, ground was broken for the
new facility in 1985. After a hiatus for the winter, construction
resumed in spring of 1986 and
Washington-Grizzly Stadium
was finished just in time for a
home game against Idaho State
in early October 1986.
andrew.visscher@umontana.edu
@visscher1990

Standing
room only

{

Stadium makes
football No. 1

{

andy bixler

Montana Kaimin

The Griz football field, later dubbed Dornblaser I, behind Old Main, circa 1914. [Football Team and Crowd, Morton
J. Elrod, Archives & Special Collections, Mansfield Library, The University of Montana.]

Few things have influenced the emergence of Montana
football as a national power quite like the stadium that the
Griz call home — Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
The Grizzlies have won 87 percent of their games since the
construction of their den and posted 26 consecutive winning
seasons dating to 2012.
Montana basketball head coach Wayne Tinkle, who played
for the Griz basketball team from 1985-1989, witnessed firsthand the transformation the school underwent.
“Football kind of became this monster, and at the beginning we (the basketball team) were still selling out the Adams Center,” Tinkle said. “But in the ’90s, they renovated, and
moved the students from the side of the court to behind the
basket, and displaced season ticket holders who had had seats
for 30 years.”
The construction of the stadium was the spark that helped
bring fans to football games. Coupled with the hiring of head
coach Don Read, who led Montana to 10 straight winning seasons and its first national championship in 1995, football became a popular sport.
“It was kind of a ‘build it, and they will come’ situation,”
Tinkle said. “They built this big, beautiful new stadium, and
coach Don Read was so successful and fast-paced, that it turned
Saturdays in Missoula into the huge event that it is now.”
Football became the center of attention in Missoula, and
aiding the transition was success. The Griz embarked on an
unprecedented run, making the playoffs 19 straight years from
1992-2011, winning two national championships in that span.
While the football program gained popularity, the basketball team lost steam, which Tinkle attributes to a variety of
reasons.
In 1999, while Montana renovated the Adams Center, the
Grizzly basketball team was forced to play home games at
Sentinel High School, making football games an even more
attractive choice.
Attendance continues to grow at Washington-Grizzly Stadium. Montana led the Football Championship Subdivision in
attendance in 2005, 2006 and 2009.
In this season’s home opener, a record 26,293 fans — more
than the population of Kalispell — packed seats to watch Montana play Appalachian State, the only team in the FCS rivaling
the Grizzlies in attendance.
The large crowds and formidable atmosphere have a strong
effect on most opponents.
In an interview with ESPN, Dallas Cowboys quarterback
Tony Romo said Washington-Grizzly Stadium was the loudest
he had ever played in.
As a quarterback for Eastern Illinois University, Romo came
to Missoula in the 2000 1-AA Playoffs. The Grizzlies beat the
Panthers 45-13.
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@ambixler3

The “Hillside Club” enjoying a Griz game against Idaho State, circa 1950. [Dornblaser Field from Mount Sentinel,
Stan Healy, Archives & Special Collections, Mansfield Library, The University of Montana.]

A legacy of support
Since 1995, WashingtonGrizzly Stadium has seen
three major expansions.
Entire sections of the
stadium have been added to
meet the demands of fans
who can’t wait to see the
Montana Grizzlies play on
a fall afternoon. A new turf
field, giant video board and
lights are all recent additions
to one of the premier
stadiums in the West.

3
1

1

2

{1995}
The north and south end zones
of the stadium were constructed and seats were added for
around $2.5 million.

{2001}
An anonymous donor gave UM
$1 million to switch the
playing surface from natural
grass to SprinTurf. At the
request of the donor, the field
was named John Hoyt Field.
Hoyt was a longtime member
of the Grizzly Scholarship
Association.

3

{2002}
Griz Vision: The jumbotron video
scoreboard came to UM from New York City’s
Times Square in 2002. The board measures 26
feet by 32 feet and shows game highlights, shots
of fans and, of course, the score.

6
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{2003}
Second expansion of the
stadium. Four thousand
additional seats were put in
place on the north end zone
side. This expansion cost
around $3.5 million and raised
the capacity of the
stadium to 23,183.

{2008}
Capacity jumped to 25,217 seats
at a cost of around $6.5 million. The expansion, which
happened prior to the 2008
football season,
included construction of the
east side Stadium Club, which
provided an additional 500
seats on two levels.

6

{2012}
As part of a new
television
contract between
the Big Sky
Conference and
ROOT Sports,
Montana installed
lights in
WashingtonGrizzly Stadium.
The lights were
installed in 2012 at
a cost of almost
$1 million.
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Home of the Griz {
Washington-Grizzly Stadium lights up as the sun goes down. The lights are among the newest additions to the stadium, installed in 2012.

KACI FELSTET

Montana Kaimin
In 27 years, Washington-Grizzly Stadium has seen three major
additions, making the stadium
one of the largest in the Football
Championship Subdivision.
Athletic Director Kent Haslam
said the stadium’s official capacity
is 25,217, but more than 26,000 people crowd the aisles.
Despite high demand for tickets, the University of Montana
isn’t planning on expanding the
stadium anytime soon.
Haslam said the number of
seats is at a good level and UM
doesn’t want to overbuild. If offered too many tickets, fans’ demand would go down.
“You want there to be a limited amount of supply, but you also
want to meet demand,” Haslam
said.
Haslam added that the University considers season ticket sales
instead of individual games when
contemplating expansion because
sales for individual games vary
too much.
“When we play the Bobcats
here, we could have another
5-10,000 seats and be able to sell
them all,” Haslam said.
If UM decides to expand again,
the stadium could seat well over

30,000 people.
On the east side, UM could add
1,000 seats by building next to the
2008 additions.
Haslam said an east expansion
would be the least expensive, but
the best option would be adding
to the west side.
“It would be great to mirror
what we did on the east side, and
it would add about 2,000 seats,”
Haslam said.

{

Adams Center on the west side,”
Haslam said.
Even if they could expand,
Haslam said preserving the atmosphere of the stadium is essential.
“Maintaining that feel of intimacy without becoming so large
that you feel like you’re not connected is important,” he said.
The 25,000 people who come to
each home football game spend a
lot of money for their seats.

A homecoming game
will generate over
a million dollars
and same with the
Bobcats game.

}

-RYAN MARTIN
ASSISTANT ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

A west side expansion would
also provide more premium seats
along the 50-yard line.
But UM’s opportunity to expand is limited because the stadium is land-trapped.
“If you look at it, we’ve got a
big mountain to one side of us
and a road, and then we’ve got the

Ryan Martin, assistant athletic
director for business operations,
said Montana made $4.7 million
in revenue in 2012, with most of
that money coming from season
tickets.
Revenue from ticket sales varies each game, but on average generate $600,000.

High profile games like the
Brawl of the Wild against Montana State earn even more.
“A Homecoming game will
generate over a million dollars,
and same with the Bobcats game,”
Martin said.
Ticket sales aren’t the only
revenue stream. “Split-the-Pot”
tickets and the sales of cushions
for bleacher seats earn $15,000 for
the season, while concession sales
bring in $20,000 from UM Dining.
Although the games bring in a
lot of money, they also come with
a steep price tag. Martin said running the stadium costs $85,000 a
game, or $500,000 a year.
The athletic department also
has to account for costs, where a
single season’s expenses range
from to $60,000 to print tickets to
$85,000 in security. UM also pays
$40,000 to referees.
Other minor costs include portable toilets, setup and tear down
of games, along with game-management personnel, Martin said.
“I’d say we’re netting about the
same every year,” Martin said.
Chuck Maes, associate athletic
director for Internal Operations
and Events, said 700 people work
at a single game. Beforehand, staff
conducts checks of the sound system, scoreboards, turf and everything else in the stadium.

Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin

}

Washington
Grizzly
Stadium

“This week, we had some
bleachers bent at the Hellgate
High School game, so they have to
go in and put a few new brackets
in there,” Maes said.
Workers also have to make
sure that the stadium is clean for
the game.
“We have a slight pigeon issue
in the stadium,” Maes said. “We
spend a lot of time getting that all
cleaned up and sanitized.”
On game day, workers start
setting things up at 6 a.m. because
people start show up to tailgates
as early as 8 a.m., he said. The stadium is closed off in the morning
so security can do sweeps.
“They have dogs that come and
smell for bombs,” Maes said. “We
try to have the facility on lockdown at that point.”
All the prep work pays off
when the fans walk through the
gates.
Haslam has visited many
stadiums and thinks Washington-Grizzly Stadium is unique
because of how close the stands
are to the field and how loud the
fans are.
“In my opinion, it’s one of the
best places to watch a football
game,” Haslam said, “there’s really not a bad seat.”
kaci.felstet@umontana.edu
@kacifelstet
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A sound investment
Karl Schneider
Montana Kaimin

Section 123, row 21, seats 11 and
12. That’s where Gordie Fix has sat
for almost every Griz home football game since 1986.
As one of the original season
ticket holders at Washington-Grizzly Stadium, Fix was able to pick
out any seat he wanted in the stadium. He chose a pair on the east
side of the stadium, right on the 50
yard line.
“This side’s warm,” said Fix,
smiling, wearing his custom black
and maroon leather jacket that
celebrates Montana’s two national
championships. “We thought all

this over, real detailed about the
sun side because I’ll tell you what,
November, December, you want to
be on the sun side.”
Even though Fix did not attend
the University of Montana, he became ingrained in the football culture of Griz Nation as the owner
of the Press Box sports bar, located
just across the Clark Fork River
from the stadium.
During the 1980s — and ever
since — the Press Box served as
a common meeting place for the
Griz coaching staff and boosters.
With regular meetings in the Press
Box, Fix was able to sit in on discussions regarding the new stadium.

“I got really close to the coaching staff in the ’80s, Larry Donovan and his staff, drank some beer
with them and went on road trips
with them,” Fix said. “Larry Donovan got to know Denny Washington really well. They would drink
a lot of beer together and we’d all
sit together. Larry said, ‘We can’t
ever win here without a stadium.
We just can’t win.’”
After traveling to road games,
Fix understood what Donovan
meant. Seeing what other college
stadiums had to offer, Fix knew
no recruit would want to play in a
venue that resembled a high school
stadium, saying the old Griz stadium was an embarrassment.
Finally, after lying to recruits
for years that a new stadium was
in the works, Washington-Grizzly Stadium opened in 1986. Now
they just needed to fill the seats.
“When they opened up the stadium they said, ‘Can you help fill
this thing up? Can you help sell
some seats?’” Fix said. “So where
I’m sitting now, I brought 50 people over here and we bought these
surrounding seats.”
When Fix first bought the two
seats, they cost $1000 each. On top
of the $1000 price tag, Fix was required to be a member of
the Grizzly Scholarship
Association.
“Back then the GSA
dues were, I think, $250 per
seat,” said the 67-year-old.
“Now, I think it’s $800.”
This season, a new season ticket holder would
have to pay $257 per seat.
But being a member of the
GSA has its perks.
“As long as you pay your GSA
dues, you get to hold it and have
a right to these seats,” Fix said.
“They can’t take them away from
you until you don’t pay your GSA
dues or move on or something.
Then somebody else has the right
to come in and buy them out.”
Even with the new stadium
and fans loyal enough to buy season tickets, it took years for Washington-Grizzly to acquire the powerful atmosphere it hosts today.
“When the stadium was first
built, it held 12,000 (people) —
6,000 on each side,” Fix said. “It
had grass end zones. People could
sit down there and buy cheap
tickets. But it wasn’t near full the
first year. Not until we started
winning. And winning was by recruiting. Recruiting is what it was
all about. It still is.”
Over the years, Fix watched the
stadium expand with the addition
of the north end zone, Majestic Pla-

{27 years in the making}

Kelsey Wardwell/Montana Kaimin
Gordie Fix has been a Griz Football season ticket holder since 1986.

za, video boards and a turf-playing
surface. All of which have helped
Montana win the recruiting battle
and become the perennial football
school it is today.
“When kids come to these
games — they get down on the
sidelines and they hear the crowd
and they see this crowd — they
want to come here,” Fix said.
“They want to play here.”
While the stadium is attractive
to recruits, it’s a nightmare for opponents.
Fix said the addition of seating
in the north end zone gave Mon-

{

Fix back year after year is football.
In 27 years at Washington-Grizzly
Stadium, the Griz have given Fix
countless memories, both good
and bad.
The bad ones are easy to pick
out.
“Any time we lose to the Bobcats at home, it’s bad a memory,”
Fix said. “And you say Griz-Cat,
not Cat-Griz. It’s called respect.”
The good memories are a little
tougher to pick out for Fix. After
all, there are a lot to choose from:
the national championship seasons of 1995 and 2001, the first

Here it’s so special. It’s so
loud that it affects the other team’s adrenaline. I think
it bothers some of those kids.
- Gordie Fix, Season ticket holder

tana a substantial home-field advantage.
“People don’t want to play
down in the north end zone because you can’t hear the plays,” Fix
said. “I’m on the sidelines sometimes, you cannot hear. You can’t
talk to each other. On the road it’s
not like that. Here it’s so special.
It’s so loud that it affects the other
team’s adrenaline. I think it bothers some of those kids.”
But for the Glendive native, it’s
not just football and the stadium
that he loves.
“Tailgating,” Fix said. “Tailgating is big. I went to (Boone, N.C.)
when we played there. I went to
James Madison. Out there they
have tailgates, but nobody has tailgates like we have tailgates. When
you walk across that bridge, it’s big
time.”
More than the aesthetics of the
venue or the atmosphere of the
crowd, what really keeps bringing

{

Brawl of the Wild game in the
stadium against Montana State
in 1986, which sparked a 16-game
winning streak against MSU, to
name a couple.
“The latest one of course was
beating App State under the lights
a few years ago,” said Fix of the
2009 semifinals game, where Montana beat Appalachian State 24-17
in blizzard conditions. “They were
down there on the 3-yard line on
the last play of the game. This place
was just unreal. ESPN was showing it. I’ve watched that film over
and over. That’s what life’s about.
That’s what the Griz are about.”
Through it all, Fix hasn’t dared
to give up his two seats, 21 rows up
from the 50 yard line, in the sun.
“Oh never,” Fix said. “Gosh no.
My grandkids better be sitting
here.”
karl.schneider@umontana.edu
@karltschneider
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THEATER

Dirty puppets: Avenue Q is a rough neighborhood
Bjorn Bergeson
Montana Kaimin
Like many a poor child
growing up in the ’80s, I was
fed a steady diet of PBS children’s programing. Reading
Rainbow made being literate
sound like a good idea. Mr.
Rogers is still the most emotionally intelligent show a kid
could ever watch. And then, of
course, the venerable Sesame
Street remains an entertaining
educational standard bearer.
So of course my inner child
wanted to see a play that riffs
off the Sesame Street motif. Of
course I wanted to see the University of Montana’s production of Avenue Q.
Written by Robert Lopez
and Jeff Marx, the play has
won Tonys for its offbeat and
irreverent songs about sex,
coming out and racism.
The show opens up with

the puppet Preston, (played by
John Knispel) forlornly singing about the pointlessness of
his degree in English. It cuts to
Preston’s soon to be neighbors,
Kate Monster (played by Maria
Miller) and Brian (Greg Bortz)
lamenting about how it “sucks
to be me.” Preston shows up
looking for a room to rent and
meets Gary Coleman yes, the
“Whatch you talkin’ about
Willis?” Gary Coleman (Clare
Edgerton), who happens to be
the landlord on Avenue Q. A
whole lot of singing, dancing
and awkward puppet situations ensue.
Most of the two-minute
songs are jokes with one
punchline, which is generally in the title. There are 24
songs, and not all of them are
funny. The song “Everyone’s
a Little Racist,” with the line
“bigotry has never been exclusively white,” might be more

effective in a more culturally
diverse area, but with an audience that is almost completely
white, it feels like it’s trying to
be offensive, and failing.
The whole script feels this
way at times. It’s not terrible. It
just tries too hard.
The script bogs the show
down with a stretch of slow
songs that try hard to make
you care about Preston and
Kate Monster’s romantic issues. The badness crescendos
with a money-grabbing ploy
where the puppets break the
fourth wall and run through
the audience, asking for money. It feels pretty crass for a $16
show.
The brightest moments
spring from the minor characters, Trekkie Monster (Hugh
Bickley) and the Bad Idea Bears
(Christina Scruggs and Sean
Kirkpatrick). Trekkie is the
chronically masturbating love

Kelsey Wardwell/Montana Kaimin

Erik Montague plays Nicky in Avenue Q, an adult version of Sesame Street that is playing in the Montana Theatre.
child of the Lorax and Bluto
from the Labyrinth. His part
on “The Internet Is For Porn”
makes it the best song offered
up all night. The Bad Idea
Bears are the worst friends a

puppet could have, as they encourage day drinking instead
of job hunting. But even the
best moments have a habit of
overstaying their welcome.
See REVIEW, page 11

HUMOR

Four ways to gain school pride for Homecoming
Matt Hudson
Montana Kaimin
It’s Homecoming week! Put off
your precious homework and celebrate the University of Montana
student and faculty groups. Bask
in a sea of maroon and silver, and
behold the alumni who are somehow employed.
But maybe you’re feeling too gloomy to celebrate.
UM has had more than its share
of shortcomings over the past
year, and sometimes the figurative grime is too thick to see
through. The enrollment drops,
athlete misconduct and raises for

the school’s top earners during a
budget crunch might not make
you want to celebrate the institution, but do it anyway. Like family
holidays, Homecoming is a time
for ignoring issues in the spirit
of partying. Turn that frown into
a drink receptacle and replace
those negative thoughts with unabashed school pride.

STEP 1: GET JAZZED
Force yourself to get unnecessarily excited. Gather all your friends
and come up with an arbitrary motto for the weekend’s festivities, like,
“WE’RE COMING HOME, BRO.”

Then shout it in public so everybody knows you’re super psyched.
Pump your body so full of adrenaline that you have no choice but
to bend street signs with your bare
hands. Everything that happens
this weekend happens in the name
of the University, so go nuts.

STEP 2: EAT FREE HOT DOGS
Grilled wieners sit at the top of
the party-food pyramid, but any
free dish will do. Friday, nearly every department on campus is holding a reception. Just stroll in and
shake hands with a faculty member. Say that it’s nice to see him or

her again. Then head for the food
table and stuff your mouth-pocket.
Oh, there’s a UM Advocates reception this evening? Free hot dogs. A
pep rally at the Oval afterwards?
Hot dogs. Your morale should boost
alongside your body’s sodium levels. If you’re a vegetarian, I can’t help
you because you were probably sad
before college.

STEP 3: GLOAT
By now, you’re in the swing of
things and fully invested in this
homecoming business. It’s the
University that makes this city
purr, and you’ve just become one

of 15,000 student boosters. Carve
“UM Rulez” into bathroom stalls
across Missoula. Get in the face
of someone suspected of being a
Bobcat fan (I’m on to you, Councilman Dick Haines). Mooning
people on Higgins would normally earn you a nice fat ticket, but
mooning people on this particular
weekend with Griz paws on your
cheeks could possibly earn you a
scholarship. Try it and let us know.
Butt remember, do these things
ONLY IF you consider yourself to be worthy of a hometown
pride-arrest.

STEP 4: DRINK
Everybody’s totally doing it.
The suits in University Hall will
toast wine. After a few cocktails,
former students will dance, in a
way, at the alumni social. Current
students will spill beer all over
their V-neck tees in front of the
late-night taco bus. This is homecoming, week, dammit! Nobody
will mention at a parade that the
University has agreed to feed the
names of students and faculty to
the U.S. Department of Justice. Especially not when there are drinks
to be had. Public outcry over Missoula’s drinking culture didn’t
happen without reason. Become a
hot mess — for higher education!
If everyone’s wearing maroon and
silver, it will be harder for the cops
to find you.
matthew.hudson@umontana.edu
@sanfordish
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Students present at Prose and Poems
Jesse Flickinger
Montana Kaimin
Topics of mortality, worry,
love and identity came to life
on Tuesday night during The
Oval’s monthly Prose and Poems event on the 3rd floor of
the University Center.
Prose and Poems invites
students from any discipline
at the University to present
original works of poetry, fiction and nonfiction to their
contemporaries in a relaxed
forum. Speakers presented
works ranging from creative
nonfiction (for instance, one
student’s attempt at impersonating a professor in front
of thousands of people), to an
impromptu poetry session in
front of a few dozen attendees.
One of the initial presenters, Tyler Cross, said he recited
some of his shorter pieces of
poetry because he feared his
longer ones might get boring
in a venue like Prose and Poems.
His poem, “A Proposal,”
explored a dark and humorous
side of dealing with the pressures that amount from life.
“At the time, I was in a state
of anxiety and felt as though
the world was crashing in
around me,” Cross said. “The
uplifting side of it is that I came
out of it and I’m still kicking
enough to read that poem.”
Cross worked on The Oval
the past few years, UM’s stu-

dent literary magazine, but
decided to take the year off so
that he could become eligible
for submission. He said he’s
excited about the success The
Oval has had recently.
“Last year we got the most
submissions that we have ever
had,” Cross said. “People are
starting to recognize The Oval
as a literary source in Missoula.”

‘It’s a really good
way to get your
work out there
to see if people
respond and to
practice reading
out loud because
you got to get
used to that if
you’re going to
write.’
Jenna Franklin
The Oval editor
Oval editor Jenna Franklin
enjoyed the atmosphere of the
event.
“It’s a really good way to get
your work out there to see if
people respond and to practice

reading out loud because you
got to get used to that if you’re
going to write,” Franklin said.
Franklin serves on the editorial board for The Oval,
a three-credit class during
spring semester limited to 25
students. The editorial board
is responsible for putting together events in the fall, such
as “Prose and Poems” and “Poetry Corner,” to raise interest
in submitting to the magazine
and to give students a creative
environment to perform their
pieces.
Poetry Corner brings professors and local authors in to
workshop with a small group
of students. They often read
and discuss a piece of work, or
have writers present their own
pieces for improvement.
Oval faculty adviser Robert
Stubblefield oversees the placement of students on boards for
genres such as fiction, poetry
and visual arts during the beginning of the class. The class
then reads submissions, which
come in year-round, and decide what contributes best to
the magazine. The magazine
has been published annually
in late spring since 2008.
During the event, one student recalled a story of having
to impersonate a professor in
front of an entire Griz basketball game, after mistakenly
entering a drawing for professors only. The student decided
to enter professor Stubblefield

in hopes that he was in attendance. But when Stubblefield
was picked for the drawing, he
was nowhere to be found. The
student decided to run with
the idea of being Stubblefield
for the night and showed up
to the scorer’s table anyway for
one well-earned coffee maker.
Connor Ryan’s poetry “Ode
to the Pirate Painter” and
“Gray Owl” ended the evening
in a mesmerizing amalgam of
words, featuring everything
from drugs to William S. Burroughs in a series of fast-paced
charismatic pieces.
His incentive for the poem
came from an unlikely source.
After running into hard times
while traveling up and down
the coast, Ryan’s encounter
with an affable artist inspired
him to write.
“There was this dude, he
was this crack-head painter,
but he was the nicest guy you’d
ever meet,” Ryan said. “You’d
go to his house and he’d sit you
down and cook you some hot
wings.”
Prose and Poems takes
place on the first Tuesday of
every month. Those interested in reading at future events
are encouraged to contact The
Oval at oval.editor@mso.umt.
edu.
“It was a really good start
to year,” Franklin said. “It’s always great to get new people
in to share their work.”
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu

REVIEW
From page 10
The actors and actresses
overcome the source material
with style and grace, and you
can’t fault them for the clunky
bits. HanaSara Ito, who plays
one of the humans, does great
as the domineering and slightly unhinged Christmas Eve.
The character could have been
nothing but a walking stereotype, but Ito makes it watchable.
Scruggs is excellent in both her
bit parts as a Bad Idea Bear and
the malevolent Mrs. Thistletwat. Bickley steals the show
with every second of his performance as Trekkie.
If the play ended like a Sesame Street episode, Big Bird’s
voice would come on and say,
“Today’s show is brought to you
by the word Purpose.” Purpose
is the central theme as Preston
slips from fresh-faced college
graduate into jobless mopey
bachelor. But by the end, the
theme becomes giving up. Preston is urged to forget about his
purpose because as Brian puts
it, “Everyone goes around a little empty inside.”
If I were grading it all, I
would say the performers all
should get As. It’s got to be hard
working with puppets, and
thumbs up to them all for pulling it off so well.
Avenue Q is still playing Friday and Saturday this week,
and next week, October 8-12 at
the Montana Theatre. Tickets
are available through the UMArts Box Office or online at www.
umtheatredance.org.
@Ursadabear
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
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ZOOKeeping: Picking up after 26,000
Andrew R. Visscher
Montana Kaimin
For most people, Grizzly
football ends when the clock
hits zero. They file out of Washington-Grizzly Stadium in an
undistinguished horde, either
relishing the afterglow of a
hard-won victory or lamenting

the emptiness of defeat. However, for a select few, the mass
exodus of fans from the stadium is only the beginning.
Chuck Maes, associate athletic director, has been involved
with Grizzly Athletics for a
quarter century. As the man in
charge of internal operations
and events, he commands the

small platoon of workers who
clean up the stadium after a
football game.
“This event really goes on
for about six hours with anywhere from 10,000 to 25,000
people. It produces a lot of garbage,” Maes said. “We’ve gone
through huge strides to capture and recycle a tremendous
amount of that.”
The long process begins
with several third party groups
from around the valley hired
by Maes and his staff. They
comb through the stadium in
groups of 30 or more, removing
the larger waste items. He estimates their payoff at 13 cents
per chair.
The finely tuned process begins Sunday morning, when a
handful of students descend
upon the stadium with vacuum
packs and garbage bags.
Maes said the net volume
of what gets recycled after a
game is heavily dependent on
fans properly discarding their
garbage. Items in the wrong
container slow down the entire
process, and he does not have
the manpower to sort through
it all each weekend. Still, he
says, there is always room for
improvement, and his department always looks for new
ways to recycle more.
“Twenty-six thousand people make a big mess. It’s a huge

process to clean up after them,”
said Brett Kassner, a sophomore studying computer science and mathematics. Kassner
and a handful of other student
staff members arrive at the stadium around 11 a.m. to gather
up a small mountain of peanut
shells, dust and popcorn.
“It’s crazy,” Kassner said.
“When everybody files out of
the stadium, it just looks like a
dump.”
One aspect of the process
that always baffles Maes is the
amount of wasted food each
Saturday.
“There’s a lot of food that
we throw away,” Maes said.
“There’s a lot of stuff that’s
purchased and not consumed
— more than halfway sometimes.”
Maes said the amount of unauthorized alcoholic beverages
left behind at the stadium has
decreased significantly over
the years. While the student
section used to leave behind
enough beer cans to gather
up and recycle, Maes said that
today staff is hard-pressed to
find three or four in an entire
section.
“I don’t know if it’s because
we’re doing a decent job of
screening on the way in or people have just figured out to take
it with them,” Maes said.
As the small crew vacuums

out the stadium, garbage bags
fill dozens of blue dumpsters,
often overflowing to the point
of piling bags along the fence.
“You’ll never be able to eat
off of the concrete,” Kassner
said. “But we do a pretty good
job.”
Kassner began work cleaning up the stadium a little over
a year ago. He said seeing the
internal workings of the stadium gave him a fresh perspective on Griz football and enriched his student experience.
“It’s not a fun job,” Kassner
said. “It’s not something that’s
like, ‘Yay! We get to go clean
the stadium today!’”
However, he said the department takes a lot of pride in delivering the right atmosphere
to fans.
“People pay quite a bit of
money to come see this,” he
said. “We put so much work
into getting the stadium ready
for these people to show up because it’s such a huge revenue
generator for the University.”
Maes agreed with Kassner’s
sentiment.
“It’s like throwing a party at
your house,” he said. “You treat
it the same way. You get ready,
make people feel welcome, and
you let them know you appreciate that they came.”
andrew.visscher@umontana.edu
@visscher1990
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ENTERTAINMENT
Weekends cabins 30 minutes
from Missoula $45-65/night at
Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611.
PSA
The Jeanette Rankin Peace Center
is showcasing its participants'
creativity in "From Guatamala
to the Garden City: Artists of the
Peace Center." Opens October 4th,
5-8pm in the Community Room
in Jeanette Rankin Peace Center,
located at 519 S. Higgins.		
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RATES
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

Co-Dependents Anonymous
(CoDA) Meeting Information:
Co-Dependents Anonymous is a
twelve step fellowship of men and
women whose common purpose is
recovery from codependence and
the development and maintenance
of healthy relationships. The
CoDA meeting in the area meets:
On Saturdays at 11:30am at the
Fourth D Alano Club (1500 W.
Broadway St. Missoula 59808)
For further information contact

Koryn H. at 406-493-4431.
Need help locating assistance with
food, housing, daycare, support
groups, or other human services?
Call 211! 2-1-1 is a telephone
Information and Referral service
serving Missoula, Ravalli, and
Mineral Counties. Trained staff
can analyze your unique problems
and provide information or refer
you to the community agencies
and programs designed to meet
your needs. Call by dialing 2-1-1

or 549-5555. 211 is a service of
the Human Resource Council and
United Way of Missoula County.
SELF STORAGE
Call Today! 406-541-4645
ALL STAR SELF STORAGE
SECURE Facility & NO Deposit!
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted
best of Missoula 2013. Student
discounts! 136 E Broadway
Computer Central 542-6540.

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week.
Prepayment is required. Ads may be
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 2435475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com
or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3
lines long and run for 3 days.

M&M Driving School private
driving lessons 542-1023.
Aerobic kickboxing 3 months
for $99 Monday-Thursday
6-7pm 1920 Montana St. or
call Cami 406-239-7014.
MISCELLANEOUS
Amazing opportunity! If
you could make money and
see the world, would you be
interested? Opportunity is
knocking. Will you answer?
Call for info (406) 594-0490.
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